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Attachment 3:

Consistency with Plan Standards

For CABY IRWMP – NID as applicant – PIN # 10800
A. Regional Agency or Regional Water Management Group

The IRWMP Stakeholder Planning Committee (PC) formed in 2005, serves as the Regional Water Management Group and decision-making body for the CABY IRWMP effort.  The PC is comprised of 32 member organizations (see Chapter 1, Table 1.1, page 1-10), and many more interested parties representing different interests of water resource management within the watershed (Appendix G includes resolutions of adoption by most of these groups). The PC includes the four primary water agencies and districts with jurisdiction in the plan area, with “smaller” water agencies represented through their association (see Figure 3.3, page 3-5); as well as non-governmental organizations with an emphasis on natural resource conservation, preservation, and restoration.  Other involved organizations and individuals that were critical to the development of the IRWMP and necessary for implementation of the plan goals and objectives included interests from recreation (including outdoor enthusiasts and business owners who rely on recreational activities profit); environment; agriculture; citizen groups (neighborhood groups, water supply advocates, and others); and federal, state, and local entities.  Chapter 2 includes a full explanation of all the non-agency stakeholder groups and interests that collaborated in plan preparation.  For more detail on the participation of: Water Management Agencies, see page 1-10; Local Government, see page 1-11; Non-governmental Organizations, see page 1-11; and State and Federal Agencies, see page 1-12.

The process of identification of stakeholders in the region began with the identification of water resource issues and the organizations or individuals responsible for water resource management (water supply agencies), protect or preserve natural resources (NGO’s), directly impacted by water resources (business), or impact water resource management (land use agencies).  These organizations were identified as organizations having a direct stake in the management of local resources, such as water management and delivery or environmental and habitat restoration, or that have a business depending on the good quality and/or quantity of water within the CABY region.  CABY has successfully identified these organizations; they have been an integral part of the planning process since its inauguration.  This is demonstrated by the CABY Planning Committee’s unanimous adoption of the plan on November 29th, 2006, and by the fact that the CABY IRWMP has not been contested by any group, large or small, within the CABY region.

B. Region Description

The CABY region encompasses over 2.7 million acres, ranging from the crest of the Sierra Nevada west to approximately the 500-foot elevation.  The region’s borders were based on the similarities in the history, physiography of the watersheds, socioeconomics, hydrology, biology, geology, hydrogeology, water storage and delivery infrastructure, and land use, (see Chapter 1, Figures 1.1-1.5).  The area also has similar or closely related policy issues and management entities.  The region spans the majority of Nevada, Placer, and El Dorado counties as well as portions of 4 other counties, (Yuba, Sutter, Alpine, and Amador).  The region includes four primary water agencies as well as three smaller water districts represented by the larger agencies in the planning process.  A variety of federal, state, and local agencies have planning or land use jurisdiction within the region (see Chapter 3, Figure 3.3, pages 3-5).     -  Reflecting its proximity to the headwaters, the region’s overall water quality is high.  However, localized pollution resulting from mercury, sediment, biological contaminants, and temperature occur at specific locations throughout the planning area (please see Chapter 4, Table 4.1, page 4-8).  In some areas the contamination is severe, particularly due to legacy mining.  -  Water supplies vary seasonally and from year to year depending on the amount of precipitation and corresponding runoff.  Climate change could further affect this situation (see Chapter 9, Technical Analysis, and Appendix E, WEAP Technical Background).  Supply sources in the CABY region for municipal and domestic use and irrigation generally come from surface waters in the form of watershed runoff, carry over storage in surface reservoirs, contract purchases (such as PG&E and USBR), and recycled water. Melting snow from the Sierra Nevada provides a water supply source that usually lasts until June or July.  The northern portion of the CABY region historically enjoys the most reliable water supply.  Chapter 5, Table 5.1 on page 5-2 displays the quantity available to each CABY water district, based on water rights.  Given the rural nature of these counties, the dispersed population, and the steady population increase over the last 20 years, an increasing number of users rely on wells for provision of domestic water.  However, groundwater resources within the region are poorly understood, therefore the long-term ability of rural users to rely on wells is unknown. Under the Current Trends scenario, the region’s urban water demand in 2030 will increase 82,293 acre-feet per year (for a total of 226,244 ac-ft/yr); under the Less Resource Intensive scenario, demand will increase 70,591 ac-ft/yr (for a total of 214,542 ac-ft/yr); and for the More Resource Intensive scenario, the increase is expected to be 86,974 ac-ft/yr for a total of 230,925 ac-ft/yr (see Chapter 5, Table 5.8, page 5-13). Distribution of this water across the region is accomplished by a system of infrastructure that is based primarily on historic mining needs and operations.  Many of the historic ditches are still used today.  All major water districts in the CABY practice intra-basin water transfers, whether between watersheds or sub-watersheds (see Chapter 5, Figure 5.1, page 5-7).   - The region supports significant and diverse ecosystems, habitats, and natural resources. Although much of the region maintains a high degree of ecological health, it includes a notable number of endangered species (see Chapter 3, Table 3.4, page 3-29).  Natural communities include riparian, oak woodland, and pine forest associations, as well as alpine communities.  The CABY region also contains localized areas of unique, endemic species and communities.  Because the plan area includes the headwaters of the Cosumnes, American, Bear, and Yuba rivers, the CABY IRWMP represents a unique opportunity to manage the headwaters of four important rivers in the face of urbanization and increased water use throughout the state.   - The region’s social and cultural landscape has been shaped by a wide variety of human activities over thousands of years.  Evidence of prehistoric uses in the area such as prehistoric camps, along with more recent activities such as pioneer trails, bridges, mining features and logging camps can be found throughout the region that testify to the historic uses of the area, and the need to protect these important cultural sites.  American Indian tribes including the Washoe Tribe of Nevada and California, the Shingle Springs Band of Miwok Indians and the Tsi-Akim Maidu continue to use the region for traditional uses, including basket weaving and ceremonial harvests, however, the availability of materials is contingent on the health of the watersheds in which they grow (see Chapter 3, pages 3-40-3-41).   - The CABY region is a contributor to the economy of the Sacramento Metropolitan Region.  Traditional labor in the CABY region centered around agriculture, timber, and mining.  Over the past few decades the economy has been shifting to services, manufacturing, and technological industries; professional and business services, financial activities, construction, trade, transportation and utilities make up the majority of the industry sector.  Natural resources and extractive industries have decreased in the past ten years, and are a small part of the industry sector.  Placer County has one of the fastest growing business communities in California, specializing in high technology industries, manufacturing, and retail (see Chapter 3, pages 3-42-3-43).
C. Objectives

Within the CABY region, major issues are water supply, water quantity, and environment and habitat restoration and protection.  CABY stakeholders were organized in groups to specifically develop Goals and Objectives based on these key issues (see Chapter 8, Section 8.1 and 8.2).  Chapter 8 represents a thorough explanation of all 9 CABY Goals and 26 CABY Objectives, dealing with issues such as water supply, ground water management, ecosystem restoration, and water quality, among others.  Chapters 2, and 10 (pages 2-1 (2.1.2), 2-2 (Workgroups), and10-1 (10.1), 10-2 (10.3.2)) describe the process by which the objectives were developed.  The CABY process was highly interactive and involved a wide variety of stakeholders from all levels and all sectors (please see chapter 2 for a complete description).  CABY Goals and Objectives were developed systematically following stakeholder discussion of key management issues, relevant management strategies, regional priorities, and existing agency and organizational priorities and objectives (please see Chapter 6, Section 6.2, and Table 6.1, page 6-2).  Identified conflicts within the region are growth, dams, and FERC relicensing (Chapter 7, section 7.3, page 7-15).  CABY will seek to resolve each of these conflicts through consensus-based regional planning and project implementation.  

D.  Water Management Strategies

CABY has an adopted IRWMP which addresses the water management strategies of water supply reliability, ground water management, water quality protection and improvement, water recycling, water conservation, storm water capture and management, flood management, recreation and public access, ecosystem restoration, wetlands enhancement and creation, and environment and habitat protection and improvement (see Chapter 10, section 10.1.1, page 10.1).  Additionally, project proponents whose projects have been identified by regional stakeholders as implementing the CABY IRWMP have made available matching funds or donated services to provide a documentable cost share.  The Workgroups were made up of interested parties and Planning and Coordinating Committee members who showed interest in one or more of the Workgroup topics: Water Supply, Water Quality, or Environment and Habitat.  These groups met once a month from March through August 2006, reviewing the “Mandatory Documents” (see Chapter 6), creating goals and objectives for the region, and examining the DWR water management strategies.  This thorough examination resulted in the creation of several more strategies for the CABY region, including: monitoring; mercury and other contamination; resource mapping; land use coordination; water conveyance; climate change; stream flow; agriculture; IRWMP coordination; and education and outreach.  These strategies were adopted, in addition to the DWR strategies, because of their importance to water management in the CABY region.  For example, mercury contamination and climate change affect and will affect the Sierra Nevada at least as much or more than any other part of California.  It is important that the region keep these issues at the forefront of the planning and implementation process as they are deemed of high importance to the regions stakeholders

E.  Integrated Water Management Strategies

Chapters 8 and 10 illustrate the high level of integration throughout the CABY IRWMP.  One example in section 10.3.4, page 10-3, discuss how CABY strategies such as mercury remediation, sediment cleaning and extraction, environmental restoration, monitoring, and education work together to improve water supply reliability, water quality and environmental preservation (see Chapters 8, and 10)  - Although stand alone strategies are still pursued in the CABY region, through collaboration and capacity building activities, there is a growing understanding of the enormous benefits that integration can provide.  A stand alone strategy such as water supply reliability can be implemented through a canal lining project.  Water agencies have pursued these projects for a number of years.  However the potential impacts of lining or piping water on the surrounding vegetation, groundwater supply, recreational and/or aesthetic values of the community have posed significant impediments to implementation.  Through integration, the CABY IRWMP includes the Regional Water System Reliability and Conservation Project (see Chapter 10, page 10-25).  This project will improve regional ditch conveyance systems and address water supply, environmental restoration and recreation.    - DWR strategies not addressed by the CABY region are those which do not apply at this time, including desalination, imported water, and conjunctive use.  Details regarding why these strategies do not apply are available in Chapter 10, Section 10.3.2, page 10-2.  CABY used the applicable water management strategies as a step-off point for developing regional strategies, goals and objectives, and individual projects.  In the aggregate, the selected strategies were represented in the final design of projects. For example, under the strategy “mercury and other contamination” one action was identified to “develop and implement strategies to remove and stabilize mercury and other legacy contaminants and reduce mercury methylation” (Implementation Actions begin on page10-3).  From that action, goal 7 was developed to “reduce mercury contamination in waterways.”  This goal led to several objectives that in turn led to the development of the U.S. National Forest Service project “Abandoned Mine Lands Assessment.”   This project will address legacy mining water management issues such as heavy metals, sediment, and the effects of these contaminants on water quality and supply.   - This is one of many examples by which identified water management strategies resulted in the development of projects that will yield a more reliable water supply and/or an improvement in water quality.   Section 10.3.4 (page 10-3) further describes the benefits of the implementation of multiple strategies.  In evaluation of applicable management strategies, it became clear to CABY stakeholders that integration requires that choices be made and tradeoffs be analyzed to achieve the best use of limited resources among competing uses. Using integrated strategies within each project means that CABY stakeholders have assessed the challenge they are addressing with a particular project, and decided to address it fully through multiple management strategies.  

F. Regional Priorities  
Regional priorities were defined through the project prioritization process.  Built into this process is a method of prioritization that is responsive to the current needs of the CABY region.  The highest ranked projects demonstrate a combination of multiple regional benefits, addressing important, high-priority CABY issues, and a high confidence in the readiness to proceed through technical and financial capabilities.  - The determination of short term versus long-term priorities (see sections 11.3.5-11.3.6, page 11-9) is a direct outgrowth of both the establishment of overall regional priorities and the information that came from evaluating individual projects.  Projects informed priorities and priorities which informed projects, creating a positive feedback loop that became valuable to CABY.  CABY has designed its project identification process and determination of priorities to be dynamic (see Section 10.2, page 10-1).  As a result, projects are being refined, updated, created, merged, and revisited on a quarterly basis.  This process of ongoing project refinement will continue into the foreseeable future.  CABY membership has embraced the collaborative opportunities that the IRWMP process continually provides, and the regional entity will act as a sounding board and stakeholder forum as coalition members continually rethink regional priorities and issues.  Regional response to project implementation – both environmental and social – will be addressed through the CABY performance measures (Chapter 11, section 11.7.2, page 11-30).  The CABY IRWMP is designed to be a flexible, adaptive tool whose implementation measures will be adaptable to potential future changes and increased knowledge due to changing conditions and/or project implementation.
G. Implementation
CABY has identified 25 implementation projects (Chapter 10, Section 10.6.2, starting on page 10-13) within the region, with an additional 5 “Projects in Development” (Section 10.6.3, page 10-47).  The CABY suite of projects represents a sustained collaborative effort on the part of CABY stakeholders. While some projects were identified by individual stakeholders to address a focused set of objectives and/or a specific geographic solution, other projects were developed by work groups.  As a result of the collaborative process, a number of new projects were developed to meet the gaps and provide multi-objective, multi-stakeholder, and/or multi-location priorities.  For instance the “Heat is On” project was developed following collaboration with several stakeholders and has resulted in a “hub” project which will, in turn, inform project and Plan management decisions, project design, goal and objective refinement, and the reevaluation of regional priorities as an outcome.  The review and evaluation of CABY projects was accomplished via a project review team and participation of the CABY Planning Committee. During this process, CABY members continually emphasized the high value of resources and the issues at stake in terms of water supply, water quality, and habitat.  This knowledge made it imperative that proposed projects would be intrinsically implementable.  ”Implementability” was assessed both from a technical perspective and from a financial perspective. Chapter 10 provides clear timelines for all active and planned projects.  Please see Section 10.6.2 for a timeline for each individual project and the current status of each element.  Additionally, each project description includes a budget overview and the sponsor for the specific project, including collaborating agencies.  An overall budget summary of the projects can be found on page 10-47, Table 10.1  Table 11.3 on page 11-10 has a timeline for CABY project implementation.  A key priority for the CABY Planning Committee was developing a clear and comprehensive set of linkages and integrations between projects (Chapter 10, Section 10.6.1, page 10-8).  During the review of CABY projects, an important criterion was the connectivity of projects to one another, as well as to the stated goals and objectives.  To this end, the CABY project review process included consideration of five measures of integration: integration of projects with multiple CABY priorities, integration within and across key water management strategies, geographic integration, integration of partners, and integration with respect to outcomes or performance measures.  The projects listed in Chapter 10 were proposed because of local need and have been identified as addressing CABY Goals and Objectives as determined by the CABY Planning Committee.  Each project represents a provision of multiple benefits at the project site, local, and regional scales.  Chapter 2 provides an exhaustive description of the current CABY structure.  CABY is in the final stages of developing its governance structure.  An interim MOU-based agreement is currently providing CABY with a framework for governance, roles, and responsibilities.  

H. Impacts and Benefits
Implementing the Plan and the integrated projects identified in Chapter 10 plan will directly benefit the key water management issues identified during report preparation, including increased water quality, increased habitat values, more reliable water supply, and development of policy and related management practices that directly address the articulated goals and objectives of the region.   - Without regional and sustainable management of regional water resources, the increase in population and growth will stretch existing water supplies in the region and in some areas will eliminate surplus supplies during the first 2-3 years of a drought.  Increase in recreational use and urban runoff will continue to degrade our groundwater and surface water supplies, impacting both consumptive use and the environment (see Chapter 5).  In addition to the regional impacts, state water supplies could also be impacted by the consumption of water supply and degradation of quality in the CABY region.  Additionally, it is possible that implementation of proposed projects could results in impacts to downstream or adjacent planning areas outside of the CABY boundaries.  Short-term disruptions to water quality that cause increases in sedimentation, disruption in traffic patterns due to road closures or increases in construction-related trucks or vehicular traffic, increase in particulates, and other similar impacts could occur as a result of CABY project activities.  These impacts could result in changed conditions in areas immediately adjacent to or downstream of CABY projects.  Similarly, increases in construction or vehicle related emissions as a result of project activities could also add to the cumulative regional air quality impact.  Where necessary, these projects will be evaluated and comply with CEQA where deemed necessary by the lead agency.    - Because CABY spans four watersheds and involves stakeholders from those watersheds, the interregional benefits have been the subject of considerable discussion in the context of developing regional priorities and CABY goals and objectives.  Certain goals such as “[a]chieve sustainable surface and groundwater supply” requires a regional approach and solution because of the interconnectivity in infrastructure and water transfer reliance.  It also became clear early in the IRWMP process that narrowing the focus of individual projects to small geographic areas would not yield the level of benefit that CABY’s goals described.  As a result, CABY’s focus expanded to include the perspective of benefits both between and within watersheds.  For instance, the Conservation and Increased Agricultural Water Use Efficiency project (Project #22, Section 10.6.2, p. 10-41), having been successfully implemented in El Dorado County, is now able to expand its focus and provide proven conservation outcomes across the CABY region.   CABY includes 11 disadvantaged communities.  Plan implementation will provide direct benefits for regional disadvantaged communities, and address several concerns from the environmental justice sector (see Chapter 3, Section 3.7.2.).  Through project implementation, water quality improvements, water supply reliability, environmental enhancement and recreational opportunities will be provided (see Chapter 10 projects).  CABY provided technical assistance to help project sponsors successfully complete their own project application. As a result of this effort, two disadvantaged communities, Colfax and Placerville, submitted projects that were approved by the CABY Planning Committee to be included and implemented as part of the IRWMP.  
I. Technical Analysis and Plan performance
CABY conducted a gap analysis to develop water management strategies and actions required to address the key priority issues of water quality, water supply, and environment and habitat.  The analysis required the relevant management plans, strategies, guidelines, and policies of CABY member agencies and groups to be evaluated (see Chapter 6 for the mandatory plans and documents section).  Through mandatory plan research and technical analysis of regional resources, two data gaps were identified within the region are 1) information on groundwater resources; and 2) reporting of water monitoring results.  These gaps will be addressed through the development of CABY actions stemming from the specific CABY water management strategies of Groundwater and Monitoring (Chapter 10, Section 10.3.1, page 10-2). 

Agency planning documents and master plans include the data and analysis on which identification of water management strategies was based (Chapter 6, Section​​​ 6.2, page 6-2).  CABY Plan also utilized ongoing technical efforts and strategies to addressing climate and drought issues, including the Water Evaluation and Planning System (WEAP) modeling effort – a tool with the potential to aid in drought preparedness associated with climate change – and a drought plan which incorporates multiple watersheds (see Chapter 9).   - Preparation of the IRWMP has resulted in the development of a data management interpretation and dissemination system.  The CABY regional entity is developing a database to accommodate the performance measure information that will begin to flow from implemented projects.  Data management systems will be collaboratively developed and are aimed at providing usable data to federal, state, and local agencies, as well as to CABY partners.  CABY has paid particular attention to performance measures both for the plan and for CABY projects (see Chapter 11, Section 11.7.2, page 11-30).  CABY intends to use performance measure data to improve decision-making, modify plans and projects, provide transparency, provide accountability, and facilitate regular reporting and data collection.   CABY has placed a high priority on being able to answer the following three questions: 1) what is the condition of the system?; 2) are we on track with program goals and objectives?; and 3) are projects achieving the expected results?  The CABY performance measure framework is based directly on the modified USEPA Scientific Advisory Board (SAB) Report.  CABY has modified the SAB framework to accommodate local attributes, and created program level and project level performance measures.  These performance measures will enable ongoing evaluation of project outcomes, continual refinement of CABY goals and objectives, and the ability to revise and refined project design in an ongoing way. 

J.  Data Management
As previously discussed, CABY is developing an extensive data monitoring system.  It is the intention to provide access to data through the CABY website, as well as through websites of partners and through the State’s websites.  CABY has developed a system to ensure that data collected within the plan area is provided to the state in a form and level of details compatible with statewide databases (see Chapter 9, Section 9.4, page 9-5).  Because transparency and accessibility are key CABY values, all data and performance measure outcomes will be provided to CABY stakeholders and the general public upon request.   - Water monitoring in the CABY region is accomplished in two ways--the first is agency directed, the second is citizen gathered (see Chapter 4, Section 4.3, page 4-9 and Chapter 5, Sections 5.3, 5.4, and 5.5, page 5-12 to 5-20).  Agencies across the CABY region collect water quality monitoring data primarily for meeting permit requirements.  In other cases, data collection and monitoring is used to establish baseline and address expected or anticipated problems, provide data for infrastructure design, or assess on going water quality.  This data is the result of testing for different contaminants at different times of the year, with the goal of addressing a variety of management issues.  Federal, state, and local agencies have historically gathered data across the watershed and continue to have both sporadic and systematic monitoring programs in place.  CABY is in active coordination with these agencies to develop a system of mutual reporting for data that is not considered confidential or proprietary.  Citizen based monitoring efforts also occur across the region. These efforts are typically organized by NGOs and the data collected is provided to and reported by those organizations. As previously discussed, CABY intends to develop a mechanism to ensure that citizen-gathered data is made available to CABY partners and other agencies with management responsibilities across the watershed.  

K.   Financing
The beneficiaries of CABY projects will be the users and inhabitants of project areas, residents of the region, the millions of tourists who visit the region yearly, the water agencies who will experience increased reliability of water supply and quality, and beneficial uses, as well as area waterways, ecosystems, and natural communities.  CABY intends to fund project implementation through a combination of local, state, federal, general grant funds, and philanthropic funds (if CABY elects to use an NGO governance structure) (see Chapter 11, section 11.9 , page 11-36).  A majority of CABY projects do not involve infrastructure installation; as a result ongoing operation and maintenance funds will not be required for a majority of CABY projects at this point. For those projects that do involve ongoing operations and management, the responsible agency has factored this into their organizational budget to accommodate these costs.  The ongoing monitoring associated with non-infrastructure projects, and which has been identified in project specific performance measures, will be funded via a combination of funds discussed in Chapter 11.  

L. Statewide priorities
Throughout CABY’s project development and prioritization process, stakeholders included considerations of statewide preferences and priorities.  These program preferences and priorities are reflected in the evaluation criteria and are taken into consideration during the review process (please see Chapter 10, section 10.5.2, page 10-7).

M. Relation to local planning
CABY began its process by identifying the already-in-place mandatory plans in the region (see Chapter 6).  After the identification of these plans, a gap analysis was conducted to determine the issues of greatest concern for water management and planning in the CABY region.  With regard to land use planning, CABY Planning Committee membership included representation from county planning departments.  Residential and urban planning has the potential to create conflict within the CABY region and the IRWMP will address growth issues through supporting projects and programs that make better use of existing water supplies and link the consequences of land use decisions, water management, and the environment.  The IRWMP is consistent with all mandatory plans in the region.  In some cases, it has served to strengthen implementation strategies or actions for those plans.  

N. Stakeholder Involvement
The core stakeholder group was created by identifying potential “deal breaker” issues or organizations in the region.  Additionally, CABY staff contacted organizations whose mission encompasses water and/or natural resource management issues within the region.  A third tier of outreach was done through the Planning and Coordinating Committees; representatives contributed the names of individuals and organizations who are key stakeholders willing to assist in the planning effort.  Though not all participants are Planning Committee members, CABY worked hard to ensure that all interested parties were kept informed and invited to all CABY planning meetings (for a list of CABY Planning Committee members, see Chapter 1 Section 1.2 page 1-10.  Public participation was ensured and encouraged through public notice of planning committee meetings (for outreach process, see Chapter 2, section 2.2, page 2-8).  The CABY structure, as articulated in its initial charter (Appendix H), was specifically designed to not only encourage but also to depend on stakeholder involvement.  The high value placed on stakeholder involvement extends to organizational decision making; planning committee meetings are open to members of the public and all CABY stakeholders are notified and invited to attend.  At these meetings, decisions regarding regional priorities, CABY goals and objectives, and inclusion of stakeholder- suggested projects, were discussed and decisions were reached via a consensus-based approach.  During plan implementation, CABY intends to use the strategy and techniques that have worked well for the planning process.  Ongoing identification of potential new partners, continued discussion and debate amongst existing members, and regular reports on the outcomes of project implementation will continue to ensure current and inclusive participation.  Over the course of the CABY process, dialogue between water agencies, non-governmental organizations, and interested parties has significantly evolved, with the collaboratively-developed projects being a permanent example of CABY members responding to the opportunity for collaboration presented by the IRWMP.  The partnerships that have been created through CABY involvement have already demonstrated their durable nature by accommodating a rigorous project prioritization process, which, though occasionally controversial, was achieved with complete group consensus.  Most of the disadvantaged communities in the CABY region were represented in the Planning Committee through a water agency, if the community was included in its service area, or through local government representatives. Specifically, the Nevada County Board of Supervisor representative and the Nevada Irrigation District represented the interests of Nevada City and Grass Valley. The Placer County Water Agency and the Placer County Department of Planning represented the interests of Colfax, Foresthill, North Auburn, and Penn Valley. El Dorado Irrigation District and El Dorado County Water Agency represented Placerville. The El Dorado County Water Agency also represented the interests of Diamond Springs. However, CABY determined that it should conduct additional outreach with these communities to hear first-hand their water-related concerns.  More details on the involvement of disadvantaged communities are available in Chapter 3, section 3.7.2, page 3-41.  CABY has worked very hard to develop a comprehensive presentation of all regional issues.  This is reflected in the intentional identification of possible obstacles to plan implementation.  CABY devoted considerable discussion to these issues, which include growth, new dams, and FERC relicensing (Chapter 7, Section 7.3, p. 7-14).  The conflict of surrounding growth within the CABY region is how to address the issue of growth without significantly impacting the natural’s resources and local economy.  The construction of in stream impoundments or dams is highly controversial throughout the CABY region.  The ability of dams to augment water supplies and serve multiples uses is countered by the impact of dam construction on natural resources both at the site and throughout the watershed.  FERC relicensing is a once in a lifetime opportunity to address the different interests of power generation, ecosystem health, water reliability, and recreational opportunities in river stretches impacted by hydropower facilities.  While this is an opportunity of collaboration and increasing our knowledge of CABY watersheds, the relicensing can also be a potential source of conflict.  

O. Coordination
Most CABY stakeholders have direct relationships with federal and state agencies that have jurisdiction over the area of interests (see Chapter 1, page 1-12).  Using these personal connections as well as formal partnerships with state and federal agencies, CABY has been able to review, and include agency plans, policies, guidelines, and strategies in their development of CABY goals and objectives (see list of state and federal plans incorporated into the CABY IRWMP in Chapter 6, page 6-1).  This collaboration extends to formal and informal communication avenues, with the result being transparent communication between CABY partners and responsible agency staff.  CABY has identified strategies that will ensure interaction with agency staff during project design as well as during project implementation (see list of partners for individual projects in Chapter 10, Section 10.6.2, page 10-13).  State and federal regulatory requirements are a known and integral aspect of project design and, therefore, of implementation.  
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