DWR-SWRCB Proposition 50, Round 2, Step 1

Attachment 5:
Exceptions to Maximum Grant Award
For CABY IRWMP – NID as applicant – PIN # 10800
The following exception to the Maximum Grant Award applies to the CABY region.  
IRWM efforts located wholly or partially within the dark shaded areas on Figure 1 may be eligible to apply under certain circumstances, as follow:

· Regions that only partially overlap the dark shaded areas in Figure 1 may be eligible to apply for funding if they can make a compelling demonstration that the region has fundamentally different objectives and needs, a separate and distinctly different process and stakeholder groups, and is coordinating with the neighboring region(s) where appropriate.  Potential applicants are strongly urged to contact, prior to submitting a Step 1 application, the DWR and State Water Board Points of Contact listed in the Foreword to discuss their eligibility. 

Background
The Regional Water Authority (RWA) IRWMP partially overlaps the CABY boundaries in the upper Cosumnes, American and Bear River watersheds.  RWA and CABY are aware of the boundary overlap and are in the process of discussing the benefits and impacts of making an adjustment.  
Fundamentally Different Objectives and Needs
The CABY region is fundamentally different then any other region in the State.  Starting with the CABY boundaries the stakeholders in the region focused on water resource issues inherent to the foothill and Sierra mountains areas.  The CABY IRWMP Region borders were based on the similarities in the history, physiography of the watersheds, socioeconomics, hydrology, biology, geology, hydrogeology, water storage and delivery infrastructure, and land use.  The area also has similar or closely related policy issues and management entities.  For planning purposes, the watersheds of the four rivers were combined due to the similarity of ecosystems, shared water resources, management institutions, and infrastructure that are in place.  Three water agencies (EID, NID, and PCWA) draw on at least two of the rivers each for supply, sharing that surface water supply with the neighboring water agency.  The fourth water management agency, El Dorado County Water Agency (EDCWA) does not draw water, but manages the water resources of El Dorado County.  Infrastructure exists to divert water between watersheds within the CABY region (Chapter 3, Figure 3.5).  RWA  recognizes the CABy region as a unigue planning area and is working to coordinate between the upper and lower watersheds, see RWA letter on pages 2-3. 

Separate and Distinct Planning and Stakeholder Process 
The CABY planning and stakeholder process is unique because it involves a wide variety of regional interests in the region that are not traditionally water resource planners.  The CABY planning process included a very aggressive approach to recruiting non governmental organizations, public agencies, business community, tribes, disadvantaged communities and agricultural representation.  In addition the CABY decision making process is consensus driven, and gives stakeholders an equal opportunity to work with water agencies in developing and approving the IRWMP.  
Coordinating with Adjacent IRWMP’s
The CABY region recognizes that in some cases the regions’ water management issues transcend the geographic boundaries.  Coordinating with adjacent regional planning efforts can be particularly beneficial when addressing complex water issues such as water supply, flooding, water quality and environmental enhancement and protection.  For theses reasons CABY participants met in 2006 and 2007 met with the following IRWMP regions to develop a process for coordination and integration: RWA, Northern California Joint Exercise of Powers, Natural Heritage Institute, Amador County, Yuba County Water Agency, Feather River Watershed, Tahoe Basin.

As a result of these meetings all of the IRWMP regions listed above agreed to coordinate and integrate across boundaries to address potential topics related to project identification, project implementation, and overall IRWMP program management
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